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Remembering Anne Cochran
WX A EEE 4L (Mrs. Freda Johnson Murck)i®

To think of Anne Cochran i1s to think of an ebullient
spirit. When | knew her at Tunhgai in the 1960's, her many
admirable qualities included dedication to her mission as a
teacner, intelligence, generosity in dealing with people,
and an enthusiasm for communicating. Although Anne Cochran
had a strong personality, in my recollection she was never
dominneering. She did not so much inspire awe as affection,
admiration, and cooperation. Her seriousness of purpose was
tempered by a wonderfully warm sense of humor. Her
contagious laugh was typically accompanied by a broad smile
and twinkling eyes.

Anne Cochram thoroughly delighted in her pupils’
|l inguistic accomplishments and in the progress of her novice
teachers. For at Tunghar she was not only teaching
undergraduates the English language. she was alsoc teaching
recent college graduates how to become good teachers. She
directed high spirits and raw enthusiasm towards the goal of
inculcating proficient English. She was continually looking

for ways to encourage learning. Dialogues were written and
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rewritten to try to make them relevant to student lives.
Attention WilS pald to teaching reticent  and
less—accomplished students as well as to stimulating star
puplls, Friendly competitions between classes were designed
to engage interest., Tests were carefully crafted to
reinforce  vocabulary, points of grammar, and sentence
patterns. Her devotion to the task was infectious,

When [ taught English under Miss Cochran's tutelage in
1966 and 1967, she was already in her sixties. She was,
however, in robust good health and could outwalk most of the
young teachers. One day on a long wolk through sugarcane
fields, she told us about growing up in Beijing, about
taking long walks atop the Beijing city wall ,and visiting
the sites of Beijing on foot. As a young woman she once
of fered to take a wvisiting scholar on an outing to the
Western Hills. To the visitor’s dismay, they walked to the
Western Hills, walked to various monasteries, and walked
back into the city, a distance Miss Cochran casually
calculated(with eyes atwinkle) as under seventeen miles.

On  her ninety-fifth birthday, although she cannot
possibly know how many lives she touched, nor how many young

people she inspired, | hope her eyes will twinkle again
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knowing that she 1is affectionately remembered by her many

Tunghai friends.
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